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Personal Injury – Band 1 
 
THE SET 9 Gough Square is a standout personal injury chambers offering top-tier advice and 
representation to clients. Its regular instruction in significant cases frequently sees its members 
appearing before the Supreme Court and Court of Appeal. The set is particularly highly regarded for 
its exceptional advocacy on behalf of claimants, who form the core of its client base. Its members 
include some of the most esteemed practitioners in the catastrophic injury and industrial disease 
market. One interviewee singles them out as "an excellent set of chambers with incredible breadth 
and depth of experience in all areas of personal injury work." 
 
Client service: Clients describe the clerking team, led by Michael Goodridge, as "outstanding, 
commercially astute and quick to resolve any issues that arise." "They bend over backwards to help." 
 
 
Star individual  

Andrew Ritchie QC  

 Head of chambers and an undoubted leader in the field. He is universally praised for his advocacy 
style and notable flair when arguing technical quantum points, especially in cases involving the MIB. 
Clients also highlight his measured handling of fatal accident claims and command of liability 
disputes.  

Strengths: "He's incredible, no waffle to him at all. He knows exactly what needs to be done, 
he's totally precise and concise." "He is fantastic and commands the whole courtroom. He's a very 
skilful advocate, authoritative and fantastic with clients." "A real superstar."  

Recent work: Represented the families in the In Amenas inquest into the death of the hostages 
taken by Al Qaeda terrorists at a BP gas facility in Algeria.  

 

SILKS  

Grahame Aldous QC – band 1  

 A tremendously gifted advocate who regularly acts for clients in multimillion-pound brain and spinal 
injury claims. He is singled out for his capability in cross-border cases, particularly those involving 
maritime accidents and complicated quantum points. 

http://www.chambersandpartners.com/UK-Bar/person/228330/andrew-ritchie
http://www.chambersandpartners.com/UK-Bar/person/237759/grahame-aldous


 Strengths: "Particularly excellent, brilliant at cross-examining expert witnesses." "He makes the 
unarguable sound plausible." 

John Foy QC – band 2 

 Regularly sought out by major claimant personal injury firms and widely commended for his expert 
client management. His esteemed practice focuses on brain and spinal injuries and fatal accidents. 
He is also notably well versed in costs litigation. 

 Strengths: "He's fantastic, very confident yet down-to-earth. He's a joy to work with and fosters 
really collaborative relationships." "His ability to cut through a lot of information and get to the 
salient point is extraordinary to watch, and he's exceptional with clients.” 

 Recent work: Appeared for the claimant in Hart v Woodcock, a matter regarding serious head 
injuries sustained by a cyclist in an RTA. 

Jacob Levy QC – band 2 

Market sources characterise him as an extremely accomplished and able advocate with an 
industrious and personable approach to claimant-side personal injury litigation. He is also an expert 
on RTAs and clinical negligence. 

 Strengths: "He is possibly the hardest-working barrister there is. He is completely thorough and 
leaves no room for confusion in his arguments." "His negotiating skills are wonderful, it doesn't 
matter who he's up against, he will always do a great job and get wonderful results." 

 

JUNIORS  

Laura Begley – band 1 

Routinely instructed in the most complex, high-value personal injury litigation. She is commended by 
interviewees for her analytical and technical approach and is recognised as a leading expert 
in criminal injury compensation and brain injury claims. 

Strengths: "Excellent advocate and litigator who gives clear advice." "She's just brilliant, her 
technical capability is quite outstanding." 

Nicolas Hillier – band 1 

 Outstanding reputation for representing claimants who have suffered life-changing catastrophic 
injuries. He receives praise from market commentators for both his excellent technical nous and 
compassionate client care. 

 Strengths: "One of the top senior juniors out there. He's always well prepared and a fantastic 
advocate." "He's exceptional, he's excellent in court and gives very realistic and sympathetic advice 
to clients." 

Stuart McKechnie – band 1 

 Heralded as a true specialist in quantum, he regularly appears unled for claimants in multimillion-
pound cases. His expansive knowledge spans the full spectrum of catastrophic injuries, and he is well 
known for his command of maximum severity brain injury claims. 

 Strengths: "Almost legendary in terms of maximising claims for his clients." "Has an amazing 
knowledge of spinal injury cases, he really does add a lot of value to cases." "He's incredibly hard-
working and extraordinarily bright.” 

http://www.chambersandpartners.com/UK-Bar/person/231330/john-foy
http://www.chambersandpartners.com/UK-Bar/person/234931/jacob-levy
http://www.chambersandpartners.com/UK-Bar/person/229330/laura-begley
http://www.chambersandpartners.com/UK-Bar/person/229415/nicolas-hillier
http://www.chambersandpartners.com/UK-Bar/person/298848/stuart-mckechnie


 Recent work: Represented the claimant in Fletcher v BT PLC, a case concerning a young shipbroker 
who was struck with a BT telegraph pole and suffered multiple serious brain and spinal injuries. 

Jeremy Ford – band 2 

 Heads up the personal injury team at the set. He is a noted senior junior who routinely acts for 
both claimants and defendants. His expert handling of catastrophic brain and spinal injury claims 
elicits broad market praise. 

 Strengths: "On his feet he is absolutely brilliant, he really takes command of the whole case." "He's 
very intellectual and a lethal cross-examiner." 

 Recent work: Represented the estate of the deceased in Anghel & Gheorghe Milosavlevici v Siday 
Construction Limited. The case concerned the death of a construction worker who was crushed by a 
concrete slab while excavating a residential property. Also appeared in a separate action brought by 
the father of the deceased, who developed PTSD after witnessing the event. Damages of £650,000 
were agreed at a joint settlement meeting. 

Stephen Glynn – band 2 

Routinely called upon by claimant solicitors in catastrophic injury, sexual abuse and industrial 
disease cases. He is particularly recognised for his deftness of touch with especially vulnerable 
clients.  
Strengths: "He's fantastic and always does an excellent job." "As far as asbestos is concerned, he is 
one of the leading juniors." 

 Recent work: Instructed by the claimant in Houselander v Port of London Authority, a living 
mesothelioma claim where the claimant was exposed to asbestos as a docker at the Royal Docks, 
London. 

Giles Mooney – band 2 

 Regularly acts for both claimants and defendants and is one of the foremost experts for cases 
involving injuries caused by animals. He has vast experience in multimillion-pound catastrophic 
injury claims and complex liability disputes. 

 Strengths: "He's excellent: very down-to-earth, personable and gets on well with clients. An all-
round excellent advocate." "Personable, accessible and available when you need him." 

Recent work: Appeared in Carrick & Lee v Bromley Mytime Limited on behalf of both claimants. The 
case centred on allegations that serious psychiatric injury was sustained when the claimants were 
held hostage and threatened at knifepoint during the robbery of the golf club at which they worked. 

Christopher Stephenson – band 2 

 Has an excellent grasp of technical medical points and routinely takes instructions in both clinical 
negligence and personal injury matters. Claimant solicitors regularly choose him for catastrophic 
injury cases and highlight his meticulous attention to detail.  

Strengths: "He's a great advocate and exceptionally good with clients - professional and 
sympathetic." "He's got a very good understanding of the law and always phrases his advice in ways 
that are helpful." 

 Recent work: Appeared in Madison v Oliver on behalf of the claimant, who lost his arm in an RTA. 

Adam Dawson – band 3 

http://www.chambersandpartners.com/UK-Bar/person/233448/jeremy-ford
http://www.chambersandpartners.com/UK-Bar/person/231311/stephen-glynn
http://www.chambersandpartners.com/UK-Bar/person/224932/giles-mooney
http://www.chambersandpartners.com/UK-Bar/person/224984/christopher-stephenson
http://www.chambersandpartners.com/UK-Bar/person/227449/adam-dawson


 Has a personal injury practice that includes mesothelioma claims and fatal accident, brain and spinal 
injury cases. This broad base of expertise also serves his predominantly claimant clients extremely 
well in areas such as EL/PL claims and RTAs. 

Strengths: "He's pragmatic and he very much works as a team. He is approachable and his client care 
is excellent."  

Recent work: Settled on behalf of the claimant in Vladimiro Capano (deceased) v Bennett for over 
£500,000. The claimant was an Italian citizen working in the UK who was killed while crossing a 
country road. 

Roger Hiorns – band 3 

 Respected senior junior with considerable expertise in industrial disease cases. He has experience 
handling RTAs that result in serious injuries and is well versed in technical medical points.  
Strengths: "He's got a fabulous client manner - what they really like about him is that he distils really 
complex legal arguments into very straightforward advice in plain English." 

 Recent work: Successfully acted for the claimant in Hayton v Iggesund Paperboard, a case 
concerning the claimant's noise-induced hearing loss. 

 

Western (Bar) 

Junior 

Robert Horner – band 3 

Handles all manner of professional injury matters for both claimants and defendants. He frequently 
advises on fatal accident claims. 

Strengths: “He provides good, concise, common-sense advice”. “Robert is thorough and organised. 
He is approachable and deals with clients well. He is flexible and supportive.” 

Industrial disease - Spotlight table  

Stephen Glynn and Roger Hiorns (see profiles above)  

 

Clinical Negligence – Band 5 
 
THE SET 
9 Gough Square is an accomplished set whose members are highly adept at dealing with the full 
range of clinical negligence cases, and particularly good at high-value birth injury matters and claims 
arising out of spinal surgery. Its individuals receive instructions from both claimants and defendants, 
and are noted for their professionalism. Commentators praise them for their "willingness to please 
and their constant striving for perfection in court." As well as handling clinical negligence matters, 
they are well-versed in related areas such as inquests and personal injury. 
 
Client service: "The clerks are very efficient, communicative, upbeat and happy to help. They always 
seem to enjoy their roles and this shows in their eagerness to assist wherever possible and to do so 
expeditiously." The clerking team is led by the well-regarded Michael Goodridge, who is described by 
sources as being "exceptional." 
 
 
SILKS  

http://www.chambersandpartners.com/UK-Bar/person/230884/roger-hiorns


Grahame Aldous QC – band 2  

Routinely instructed by claimants and defendants to undertake complex, high-value cases.  

 Strengths: "He has excellent advocacy skills and is a good all-round barrister." "He is a very good 
performer and has a lot of gravitas." 

Recent work: Instructed in a case where the claimant was left severely handicapped having 
suffered a stroke as a result of the defendant's failure to diagnose and treat a cranial aneurysm.  

Andrew Ritchie QC – band 2  

A standout silk noted for his great expertise and formidable intellect. He has recently been 
handling failure to diagnose cases, as well as cardiology and urology-related claims. 

Strengths: "Offers excellent analysis of the key issues and the evidence required for a claim to 
succeed." "He is excellent with clients, very knowledgeable and a good advocate." 

Recent work: Instructed in Smith v Heart of England, a case concerning the defendant's failure to 
diagnose cancer, resulting in the amputation of the claimant's foot.  

 

Jacob Levy QC – band 3 

A well respected silk with over 30 years' experience. He devotes much of his practice to claimant-
focused work, and is regularly instructed in all manner of cases ranging from the relatively modest to 
those of the greatest complexity. 

Strengths: "He is phenomenally wise and personable, and offers exceptional client care, attention to 
detail and excellent judgement." "He has an excellent grip of the facts and is extremely tenacious."  

 

JUNIORS  

Laura Begley – band 3  

A rising star in the clinical negligence sector, who undertakes a growing caseload of complex cases. 
She impresses with her pragmatic approach when handling matters on behalf of both claimants and 
defendants.  

Strengths: "She adopts a tenacious yet pragmatic approach to cases." "She's very approachable and 
very attuned to the commercial realities of the case."  

Christopher Stephenson – band 3  

A specialist clinical negligence barrister whose practice is exclusively claimant-based. His caseload 
includes cases concerning plastic surgery, failure to diagnose and wrongful birth claims.   

Strengths: "He's very friendly to deal with and good at looking at things from every angle." "He's 
absolutely fantastic with clients and excellent at explaining the legal complexities of a case." 

Recent work: Represented the claimant in a case brought against the NHS Commissioning Board. 
The claimant had undergone unnecessary knee surgery and later developed a debilitating pain 
condition which rendered her housebound. 

Stuart McKechnie – band 4 

New entrant to this year's table, whose expertise lies in handling catastrophic claims involving 
complex matters of law. 

http://www.chambersandpartners.com/UK-Bar/person/237759/grahame-aldous
http://www.chambersandpartners.com/UK-Bar/person/228330/andrew-ritchie
http://www.chambersandpartners.com/UK-Bar/person/234931/jacob-levy
http://www.chambersandpartners.com/UK-Bar/person/229330/laura-begley
http://www.chambersandpartners.com/UK-Bar/person/224984/christopher-stephenson
http://www.chambersandpartners.com/UK-Bar/person/298848/stuart-mckechnie


Strengths: "He's incredibly hard-working and extraordinarily bright." 

Recent work: Instructed in Field v Barts Health NHS Trust. The claimant alleged that the negligent 
treatment she received during pregnancy led to the death of her baby. 

 

Family: Children  
 
Tara Vindis – band 3 
 
Handles children law cases, many of which involve complex medical evidence and expert witnesses. 
She is known for her experience in handling cases involving non-accidental injury. 
 
Strengths: "She's excellent. She has incredible client care, is very sensitive with vulnerable 
individuals, and is a very good advocate who is particularly skilful in cross-examination." 
 
 
 
 
 
Laura Briggs – band 4 
  
Children law barrister focusing on complex public law matters including sexual abuse and non-
accidental injury cases, often with an international element. She also sits as a recorder on the south 
eastern family 
circuit.  
 
Strengths: "She has amazing attention to detail, is brilliant with clients, is a great advocate, has a 
very calm persona and is very effective." 
 
Timothy Parker – band 4 
  
Acts as head of the family team in chambers and is known for his care practice handling some of the 
most severe cases involving non-accidental injury and sexual abuse. He also has a strong family 
finance practice and is an arbitrator. 
  
Strengths: "He's very effective; he asks all the killer questions you wish you'd asked. He has a really 
good client manner and is often instructed against silks in heavyweight care cases." 
 

Crime 
 
Tom Little – Band 1 
 

An exceptional Treasury Counsel who is "a real star in the making." Regularly appearing at the Old 
Bailey and the Supreme Court, often as a leading junior, he is entrusted with only the most serious 
and complex cases, including matters of homicide and terrorism. He is also extremely well versed in 
appellate work. 
  
Strengths: "He is highly intelligent, has good tactical and strategic nous, and is very good with 
opponents, judges and his leaders. He works extremely hard." "Strategically fantastic and a man with 
a lovely manner." 

http://www.chambersandpartners.com/UK-Bar/person/230430/tara-vindis
http://www.chambersandpartners.com/UK-Bar/person/229908/laura-briggs
http://www.chambersandpartners.com/UK-Bar/person/558383/timothy-parker
http://www.chambersandpartners.com/UK-Bar/person/224552/tom-little


 
Recent work: Prosecuted an ISIS-led conspiracy to murder soldiers and police officers on the streets 
of London.  

 
Financial Crime 
 
Tom Little – band 1  

A high-profile treasury counsel, and a popular choice for advising on the prosecution of an array of 

criminal cases. In the financial criminal arena he acts on cases involving allegations of rate rigging, 

international corruption and film finance fraud. 

Strengths: "He is a real class act who is able to remain cool under pressure." 

Recent work: Has been advising the SFO in relation to LIBOR rigging at RBS 

Eleanor Mawrey – band 4 

Has extensive experience of financial crime work and has acted as first prosecution junior for the 

FCA in a high-value insider trading case and in a large investment fraud. 

Strengths: "She is very easy to work with and connects well with those instructing her. She has great 

soft skills." 

James Thacker – band 4 

A broadly skilled junior who handles a variety of serious crime cases. He regularly tackles complex 

fraud work and is a grade three specialist fraud prosecutor. 

Strengths: "A clever advocate who is highly strategic and always eyeing the opportunity to trap his 

opponent." 

Recent work: Acted for the CPS in R v Samuel Kayode, the prosecution of a former finance manager 

of an educational charity for alleged financial irregularities.  

 

Inquests & Public Inquiries  

 
Vincent Williams – band 3 

 

Typically acts for bereaved families in inquests concerning clinical negligence, criminal justice and 
health and safety. He also represents state agents, such as police commissioners. 
 
Strengths: "Very calm and measured. Well thought out advice and he's absolutely at home in the 
Coroner's Court." "Really good with clients and very sensitive." "A fair minded barrister and a good 
advocate." 
 
Recent work: Instructed on behalf of a bereaved family in an inquest concerning the failure of a 
hospital to recognise a serious cardiac condition in a ten month old child. 
 
 

http://www.chambersandpartners.com/UK-Bar/person/224552/tom-little
http://www.chambersandpartners.com/UK-Bar/person/266233/eleanor-mawrey
http://www.chambersandpartners.com/UK-Bar/person/414731/james-thacker
http://www.chambersandpartners.com/UK-Bar/person/227595/vincent-williams


Police Law  
 
Edwin Buckett – band 2 

Acts for police forces and the Police Federation on police misconduct matters and deaths in custody. 

Also advises on matters involving police informers. 

Strengths: "He communicates effectively, and is likeable and down-to-earth." "He has got very good 

knowledge and experience." 

Recent work: Advised Hertfordshire Constabulary on a claim for damages arising from an alleged 

failure to investigate a multiple rape, assault and harassment claim. 

Vincent Williams – band 3 

 Advises police forces on judicial reviews, and cases involving deaths in police contact, and injuries 

suffered by officers. He is also an expert on disclosure matters and misfeasance in public office. 

Strengths: "He fights his corner constructively and sensibly." "He is very experienced, and is 

both responsive and informal in his approach." 

Recent work: Represented Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire Police in a judicial review into an alleged 

IPCC failure to investigate a murder carried out by a serving officer. 

 

http://www.chambersandpartners.com/UK-Bar/person/223984/edwin-buckett
http://www.chambersandpartners.com/UK-Bar/person/227595/vincent-williams

